ADVANCED PLACEMENT LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION
Course Description
This course provides students with an in-depth studies of great literary classics, both pre-twentieth century and contemporary.  The literature is teacher-selected and represents a broad variety of genres and multicultural voices.  A primary textbook is not used.  Selections are thematically grouped, and as students read they should consider a work’s structure, style, and themes, as well as literary elements such as figurative language, imagery, tone and symbolism.  This course invites reading and re-reading for comprehension and pleasure.
The writing component in the course covers a wide variety of genres, academic and casual.  Students are expected to produce written graded responses once a week, whether it is to a writing prompt, or their reading.  Not all writing is formally assessed and the instructor has the right to rearrange or change the syllabus.  Every Friday there will be a practice written response or a multiple choice test.  Lesser papers will be written in class regularly to spur thinking, stimulate discussion, and focus on issues of plot, characterization and theme.  Some written responses will be done through www.nicenet.org on the internet.  Students will have the opportunity to rewrite some tests for a higher grade. (This must be done in club period and under the teacher’s supervision.)
All assignments are handed back within the next week.  Every handed-back assignment will contain what the essay or writing was lacking, as well as its strong points.  Frequently student work is posted and gone over the next day, and the class will critique and praise it together.  My comments will hopefully expose you to conscious choices in diction, sentence structure, logical organization, specific details, and the three major forms of writing: writing to understand, writing to explain, and writing to evaluate.  

Class Profile

One section of AP Literature is offered as a year-long course.  The class length is 50 minutes and meets once a day.  School begins one week before Labor Day allowing only 8 months preparation for the AP test, which occurs the first week of May.  Students are required to take the AP test to gain the “AP” weight in their GPA.  If a student elects to take the class but not the test, he or she will only be granted “Honors” weight in his or her GPA.
Course Prerequisites

The AP Literature class consists of all senior level students.  Students should have received at least an 85% in College Prep English 11, or a 90% in Applied English 11.  
Summer Reading
Students will read three works of fiction over the summer and answer a set of essay responses on them. The summer reading and response will count as students’ first test grade.
Portfolio

Each quarter students will have ten assignments to add to their writing portfolio.  While the assignments will not always analyze specific literature, they will always bring about a better understanding of literature.  This will count as a test grade at the end of each quarter.  At the end of the year they will have over 40 assignments in their portfolio.  A list of portfolio assignments follows each quarter in the syllabus.  Students must hand in their portfolios on the due date or prior to the due date.  They will not be accepted late.  Portfolios are always due before the marking period is over.  Students must make corrections every quarter to their portfolio.  Anything marked wrong in the previous quarter must be corrected to obtain the points.
Research Papers and Book Reviews
Each quarter students must either hand in a three page book review or five page research paper.  These papers must be handed in on their due date and will not be accepted late.  These papers are always part of the portfolio and this enables students to make corrections and rewrite as needed.
Mid-Term

Before Christmas break students will report to school ten minutes early to begin their practice AP test.  They will remain in my room testing for three hours.  This test will count in Quarter 2 or Quarter 3 as a test grade.  The test is very good preparation so that students know what to expect in May.
Literary Terms Discussed / Reviewed
Villanelle 

Concrete and Abstract Imagery
Enjambment

Alliteration

Archetype



Bucolic / Pastoral

Conceit

Idyllic




Apostrophe

Irony (all forms)
Ambiguity



Cacophony

Euphony

Paradox 



Oxymoron


Empathy

Catharsis



Sprezzatura



Hubris


Literary Criticism (all types)

Hamartia
Allegory

Stock Characters


Rhythm

Rhyme Scheme
Symbolism



Theme

Diction


Anti-hero



Protagonist

Aside


Rhetorical Question


Pathos

Tone


Willing Suspension of Disbelief
Allusion

…and more to come!

Grading Scale
Response Essays / Tests
40%

Papers



25%

Quizzes


25%

Class Participation

10%

Quarter 1: Roles Relationships and Women in Fiction / Nonfiction
Novels:
Their Eyes Were Watching God
Hurston


The Color Purple

Walker


Nonfiction:
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
Angelou
(outside)

Drama:
A Doll’s House

Ibsen

A Streetcar Named Desire

Williams
Short Stories:
“I Stand Here Ironing”

Olsen



“The Lesson”

Bambara

“Hills Like White Elephants”

Hemingway
Poetry:
http://www.english.illinois.edu/maps/index.htm 

American Poetry


www.poemhunter.com

Female poets

Questions: 
Who am I according to the world and / or society?

Who am I according to my family and friends?

What can I expect to be in my future?  How has my past shaped the person I am?

How do I react to the way others perceive me?
Do I accept my place in society and my household, or am I striving to change that?

Is my inward appearance different than my outward appearance?
Examine these works from a sociological perspective.

Tests: 
4 Written Response Tests to prompts (old AP test questions)


2 Multiple Choice Tests

Quizzes:
There will be 3 Reading Comprehension Quizzes (They will always be a pleasant surprise!)
Essay:
Response essay to Maya Angelou’s “Caged Bird” – Students will read Angelou’s poem and specifically respond to it based upon reader response criticism.  Specifically they will be assessed on logical organization of the essay with special attention paid to coherence and lack of repetition.
Poetry:
Students will compile 2 poems to teach the class examining all elements of poetry taught thus far including imagery, diction, syntax and figurative language.

Students will also create a villanelle in response to Their Eyes Were Watching God.

Response Paper:
Novelist and critic Richard Wright attacks Hurston claiming that the novel contains stereotypes and poor thematic content.  Write a 3 page paper defending or condemning Hurston’s characters in the novel Their Eyes Were Watching God. (This will be graded and be rewritten for your portfolio.)
Portfolio List:


· Cover Page – this is the first page and must include some type of illustration; think of it as the book cover, and it should in someway reflect you.  (20 points)

· Table of Contents – this will change every quarter and your page numbers must reflect it; set it up in any order but make sure that order makes sense. (20 points)

· Self- Reflection - Myself as a Writer – how you view yourself the first day of class and now (this is the first page after the table of contents and will also change every quarter) (20 points)

· 2 Villanelles – Their Eyes Were Watching God (students will take the first two paragraphs of the novel and rewrite the words into villanelle form – this will be done two times prior to its inclusion in the portfolio); and one you create on your own (include illustration) also include “Do Not Go Gentle” as a reference point (20 points)

· Poem of Tone Words and illustration (10 points)

· Caged Bird Essay and Poem (with corrections) (10 points)

· One page essay analyzing what leads to Nora or Blanche’s downfall (please use one of the literary critiques) (15 points)

· Their Eyes Were Watching God book review (with corrections) (20 points)

· Analyze concrete imagery and figurative language in “I Stand Here Ironing” or “The Lesson” based upon our in-class discussions and your own reading notes.(5 paragraphs) (15 points)

· Symbolism is key in literature.  Why is it important in The Color Purple; A Doll’s House or The Bell Jar?  Please use MLA citations and ONLY the novel.  (30 points)

· Discuss how the works we have studied contributed to your own understanding of the role of female characters and their relationships in literature. Also discuss how the female role is different in your own life than those lives of the characters you have read about. (40 points)


Quarter 2: Savagery and Darkness

Novels: 
Catch 22


Heller





Things Fall Apart


Achebe
Drama:
Hamlet


Shakespeare


Othello


Shakespeare
Short Stories:
“A Rose for Emily”


Faulkner


“The Lottery”


Jackson
Prose:
“Shooting an Elephant”


Orwell

Poetry:
“The Tyger”


Blake


“The Lamb”


Blake


“London”


Blake

“London”


Wordsworth


“Easter 1916”


Yeats


“When I Have Fears”


Keats


“Traveling Through the Dark”

Stafford


“Richard Cory”


Robinson, Paul Simon

Questions:
What are “Good” and “Evil”?  Is evil an intrinsic element of human nature?

What happens when moral systems collide?


Does society shape what is considered wrong, or do individuals?

How does the narrator shape what is Good or Evil?


Are there gothic elements in the novel / drama?

If it’s out of society’s norm, is it wrong?  Why or Why not?


Examine these works from a historical perspective.

Tests: 
4 Written Response Tests to prompts (old AP test questions)

-students will have the chance to rewrite any failing tests for a passing grade

-special attention is paid to diction choices and vocabulary in general


2 Multiple Choice Tests

Quizzes:
There will be 3 Reading Comprehension Quizzes (They will always be a pleasant surprise!)

Essays: 
Students will respond to the poem “Easter 1916” and the idea of the paradox “terrible beauty.”


Students will respond to the prompt “Can there be a certain civility to war just as the can be a certain anarchy found in peace?”  Specific details and examples will be discussed in class before writing takes place.  Students are allowed some repetition in this assignment (poetic license) to prove their point.
Research Paper:
Students will write a 5 page research paper taking a historical perspective toward one of the following works: 


Things Fall Apart


Catch 22


“Easter 1916”


This paper will be graded and handed back before it is to be included in the portfolio.  Corrections should be made and by this point diction and illustrative examples should be commonplace in student writing.

Portfolio List:

· Cover Page – this is the first page and must include some type of illustration; think of it as the book cover and it should in someway reflect you.  (20 points)

· Table of Contents – this will change every quarter and your page numbers must reflect it; set it up in any order but make sure that order makes sense (20 points)

· Self-Reflection - Myself as a writer – how you view yourself the first day of class and now (this is the first page after the table of contents and will also change every quarter) (20 points)

· 2 Poems – These poems must directly address a person or entity; therefore we would say these poems contain an apostrophe. Students may choose any topic and should feel free to be creative.(20 points)

· “Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.”  Freewrite (10 points)

· Discuss Of Mice and Men and how it answers the questions put forth to you on your syllabus about good and evil. (10 points)

· Choose a literary critique to approach Hamlet.  (15 points)

· Based on in-class discussion and your test, analyze abstract and concrete imagery in “Dulce Et Decorum Est”(5 paragraphs) (15 points)

· Discuss hubris and how it leads to the downfall of the tragic hero in Things Fall Apart or Othello.  With either essay grammatical attention should be paid to using different sentence structure. (30 points)

· We have now studied numerous works of literature and poems.  Choose a poem we have studied and tell me how that poem applies to your own life.  5 paragraphs.  (20 points)

· All work from Quarter One must be included.  You may set up your portfolio in any order, but it must include page numbers and must follow the Table of Contents you set forth. (50 points)

Quarter 3: Illusion v. Reality 

Novels: 
The Catcher in the Rye


Salinger


The Great Gatsby


Fitzgerald


Wuthering Heights


Bronte


OR


Pride and Prejudice


Austen
Drama: 
The Glass Menagerie


Williams


Death of a Salesman


Miller

Poetry:
The Inferno


Dante


“The Love Song of J Alfred Prufrock”
Eliot
Short Story:
“Girl”


Kincaid

“The Story of an Hour”


Chopin

“The Yellow Wallpaper”


Gilman
Questions:
Do I understand the difference between illusion and reality?


How do I deal with reality?


What is the “white elephant” in the room?


Symbolically, what is going on in the novel / drama / story / poem?


Are there mythological allusions?


Examine these works from a psychological perspective.
Tests:
4 Written Response Tests to prompts (old AP test questions)

-students will have the chance to rewrite any failing tests for a passing grade

-special attention is paid to diction choices and vocabulary in general


2 Multiple Choice Tests

Quizzes:
There will be 3 Reading Comprehension Quizzes (They will always be a pleasant surprise!)

Essays:

· It is often said as a cliché that we must travel through Hell to get to Heaven.  Describe how this mental journey was important to Dante and how you can identify with it in your own life.

· Both Gatsby and Heathcliff know how to love and lose but people often neglect to look at the lack of responsibility Daisy and Catherine take for their situations and relationships.  Who can you identify with the most?  Why?

· Is Holden Caulfield timeless?  Why is he important to adolescents from every generation?

All essays will be discussed in class with students given the opportunity of feedback from both instructor and peers.

Drama Review:
How are the protagonists and antagonists similar in The Glass Menagerie and A Streetcar Named Desire?
Portfolio List:

· Cover Page – this is the first page and must include some type of illustration; think of it as the book cover and it should in someway reflect you.  (20 points)

· Table of Contents – this will change every quarter and your page numbers must reflect it; set it up in any order but make sure that order makes sense (20 points)

· Myself as a writer – how you view yourself the first day of class and now (this is the first page after the table of contents and will also change every quarter) (20 points)

· 3 Poems – one should discuss the illusion and reality of your own life, one should address a mental journey, and one should be addressed to person from history who you believe is given too much credit. (20 points)

· “Anyway, I keep picturing all these little kids…And I'm standing on the edge of some crazy cliff.  What I have to do, I have to catch everybody if they start to go over the cliff - I mean if they're running and they don't look where they're going I have to come out from somewhere and catch them.  That's all I do all day.  I'd just be the catcher in the rye and all.” Five paragraph essay on the loss of innocence in your own life. (10 points)

· It is often said, that we must travel through Hell to get to Heaven. Describe how this mental journey was important to Dante, and how you identify with it in your own life. (10 points)

· Choose a literary critique to approach Wuthering Heights or Pride and Prejudice.  3-5 pages with citations from book only. (15 points)

· Prejudice Essay - include a photograph you took to accompany this essay. (20 points)

· Choose either “The Yellow Wallpaper,” “The Story of an Hour,” or “Girl” to discuss how imagery, diction and other formal elements contribute to the work’s meaning as a whole.  (2 pages at least) (15 points)

· What makes Gatsby or Holden timeless? (with specific examples and citations from the book only).  (20 points)

· Discuss the three types of irony found in Death of a Salesman with citations from the play. (15 points)

· Q2 Research Paper with corrections. (15 points)

· All work from Quarters One and Two must be included.  You may set up your portfolio in any order, but it must include page numbers and must follow the Table of Contents you set forth. (50 points)
Quarter 4: Modern Fiction and Nonfiction 
Novels:
Angela’s Ashes



McCourt


The Kite Runner



Hosseini

Brave New World



Huxley


Slaughterhouse 5



Vonnegut

The Perks of Being a Wallflower


Chbosky


Glass Castles



Walls
Tests: 
Students will read the novels listed above and keep a reader-response journal.  The journal will be collected every Friday and must contain some insight to characters, writing style, and plot structure.  The instructor will also respond in the journals to give feedback and commentary.
Portfolio List:


· Cover Page – this is the first page and must include some type of illustration; think of it as the book cover and it should in some way reflect you.  (20 points)

· Table of Contents – this will change every quarter and your page numbers must reflect it; set it up in any order but make sure that order makes sense (20 points)

· Self-Reflection - Myself as a writer – why I write (this is the first page after the table of contents and is a different prompt than the firs three quarters) (20 points)

· 3 Poems – one should reflect your view of Perks or Glass Castles, and the others should be call and response poem to either Angela’s Ashes or The Kite Runner. (75 points)

· “Technology... the knack of so arranging the world that we don't have to experience it.”  ~Max Frisch - Five paragraph essay of your thoughts on this quote and how it applies to either Brave New World or Slaughterhouse 5.  It should be purely reader-response. (20 points)

· In the beginning of the quarter you were asked about your view of technology and modern society.  Look back at that piece of writing and discuss your favorite read from this quarter and what it says about “modern” society.  Do the problems still exist that were prevalent in other pieces of literature? (20 points)

· What do you imagine the world will be like 20 years from now?  Paint me a picture (literally or figuratively with words) of your own life and where you believe yourself to be. (25 points)

· All work from Quarter One, Quarter Two and Quarter Three must be included.  You may set up your portfolio in any order, but it must include page numbers and must follow the Table of Contents you set forth. (50 points)

*Final Portfolio Due third week of May.
